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Vatican II Part 2 Outline 

Lumen Gentium 

 Dogmatic Constitution on the Church; “Light of the Nations” 

 Promulgated November 21, 1964 

 Universal sacrament of salvation (48)  

 8 chapters paired in groups 

Chapter 1: The Mystery of the Church 

All the just from Adam to the last of the elect gathered together with the Father in the 

universal Church (2) 

“Christ made his brothers, called together from all nations, mystically the components of 

His own Body” (7) 

 Church is how Christ remains with us to the end of time 

Chapter 2: On the People of God 

 The Church is the People of God 

 Common priesthood of all the baptized  

Laity participate as priests in Mass by offering their sacrifices and sufferings to be 

united with the great sacrifice of Christ 

Problem: some people downplay difference and ministerial priesthood loses 

significance 

 God wills to save people not just as individuals but as a people 

 Church recognizes other Christians linked by baptism and calls for prayer for unity (15) 

 Possibility of salvation for non-Christians (16) 
 
Chapter 3: The Hierarchical Structure of the Church and In Particular on the Episcopate 
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Bishops make up a “college” in line with the apostles with the Roman Pontiff (Peter) at 

the head 

 (25) infallibility 
 
 Priests are stewards of their bishops 

 (29) restoration of permanent deacons – not just transitional deacons 

Chapter 4: The Laity 

 Wonderful diversity of the faithful who live in the secular world 

 Catholic lay faithful called to make the professions they are involved in holier 

(36) Duties of laity to serve as witness of the faith to the secular world and to conform 

conditions of the world to God 

 Laity should accept decisions of spiritual shepherds in Christian obedience  

Chapter 5: The Universal Call to Holiness in the Church 

 All Christians called to live holy lives according to their station 

 God gives gifts and strength to fulfill this call 

 Gives examples of how people live out holiness in their lives 

  Priests through ministry as priesthood of Christ 

  Married couples in their love for each other and children 

Chapter 6: Religious 

 Vows or bonds of chastity, poverty, and obedience dedicate individual totally to God 

Chapter 7: The Eschatological Nature of the Pilgrim Church and its Union with the 

Church in Heaven 

 (48): Church will attain full perfection only in the glory of heaven 

 We on earth are in exile until we reach the perfection of the land prepared for us 
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(50) “our union with the Church in heaven is put into effect in its noblest manner 

especially in the sacred Liturgy…” 

Chapter 8: The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God in the Mystery of Christ and the 

Church 

 Unique contribution of Mary – Mary is more than “just” mother of God 

 Mother of the redeemer, example of humility and love 

 Must remember her subordinance to God – points to Christ 

Cult of Mary 
 
Gaudium et spes 

Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World; “Joy and Hope” 

Promulgated December 7, 1965 (24th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor) 

Last and longest document of council  

Most controversial with heavy criticism from both sides 

Heavily influenced by Bishop Karol Wojtyla 

First explicit look at Church within context of entire world 

Response to major world events and Church’s role in context 

Major shift in Church’s viewpoint 

Addressed to whole of humanity 

Themes: “gift of self” and promotion of peace 

Introduction 

“new stage of history” “profound and rapid changes” spreading globally 

4: Church must scrutinize “signs of the times” in light of the Gospel 

As world “progresses” men do not always look inwardly 
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 Increased focus on math, science, technology without considering how affecting 

humanity 

Part 1: The Church and Man’s Calling 

Chapter 1: The Dignity of the Human Person 

 Man created in image and likeness of God 

 Man a social being – relational 

 Fall of man has created a “split within himself” (13) 

 Wisdom must be united with God 

 Root of human dignity is call to communion with God 

 Atheism is rejection of very conscience since conscience always seeks truth 

  Doesn’t outright dismiss atheism but attempts to dialogue with it 

Chapter 2: The Community of Mankind 

 24: God wills all humans in one family treat each other as brothers and sisters 

  “love for God and neighbor is the first and greatest commandment” 

  Man “cannot fully find himself except through a sincere gift of humself” 

27: “this council lays stress on reverence for man; everyone must consider his every 

neighbor without exception as another self” 

 28 – need for respect and love for others who share different viewpoints 

Chapter 3: Man’s Activity Throughout the World 

 Humans continue to labor to better their lives 

Sacred Scripture teaches that progress brings temptation to focus on self and own 

interests 
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All human activity “must be purified and perfected by the power of Christ’s cross and 

resurrection” (37) 

Chapter 4: The Role of the Church in the Modern World 

 Church can make humans more human – opens up meaning of existence (41) 

 Christians must be mindful citizens of two cities – earthly and heavenly 

 Cannot use Church’s authority for opinion 

 Should have honest discussion with mutual charity 

44: world should recognize Church’s good influence while Church recognizes good 

influence of world 

 Church needs to again be spiritual mentor for culture rather than surrendering to secular 

Part 2: Some Problems of Special Urgency 

Chapter 1: Fostering the Nobility of Marriage and the Family 

 Beauty of marriage 

 Authentic married love is mirror of divine love 

 Authentic married love leads to holiness for whole family 

 Family is foundation of society 

Chapter 2: The Proper Development of Culture 

 Christians must help develop culture with mind towards heaven 

Chapter 3: Economic and Social Life 

 Must pay attention to economics but not be ruled by it 

 Awareness of inequalities in modern economies 

Economic development should be up to people rather than a few men or groups with 

economic power 
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 Human labor of superior importance – cannot be treated as slaves 

Chapter 4: The Life of the Political Community 

 Affirms protection of rights of people 

 Need for dialogue in political community 

 Political community exists for the sake of the common good  

 Rights of all must be recognized but all have duties to follow 

Chapter 5: The Fostering of Peace and the Promotion of a Community of Nations 

 78: peace is not merely absence of war but “an enterprise of justice”  

Peace is the fruit of love which goes beyond justice 

 Must be genuine attempts to avoid war but military still needed for security and freedom 

 Part of fallen nature of humanity so efforts must be made to work together 

 International efforts for peace are good so long as they respect differences of peoples 

 Increased population should be studied but never allow immoral practices to curb 

Work for unity of all people; until that time help those most in need and dialogue with 

those who disagree – always mindful of dignity of human person 

 

Next time: 

 Unitatis Redintegratio 

 Nostra Aetate 

 Dignitatis Humanae 

 Ad Gentes  

 Humanae Vitae 


